BOSSUET ON KINGSHIPX.            S

the Swiss Confederation, the free cities of Germany;
but of these he remarks that since they had previously
been subject to hereditary monarchies, and since
the greater part of the world was still, as it had been
from the beginning, governed by monarchs, it was
clear that monarchy was the form most natural to
man. Hereditary monarchy had three principal
advantages, and was characterized by four essential
qualities. Its advantages are that it is natural,
dignified, calculated to sustain an identity of interest
between ruler and ruled; its essential qualities,
that it is sacred, paternal, absolute, and submitted
to reason. If, as an additional precaution against
insecurity, females be excluded from the succession,
the State .attains perfection and realises the declared
purpose of God. " And so France, where the succession
is regulated according to these maxims, may boast
of having the best constitution possible and the one
most conformable to that which God Himself has
established; all of which shows the wisdom of our
ancestors and the special protection which God
extends to this Kingdom/' 2

The course of European history gave some sanction
to the sublime but near-sighted confidence of the
patriotic divine. Ever since the fall of the Roman
Republic the main political tradition of Europe had
been monarchical.

That an ideal which inspired some of the noblest
literature of antiquity was obscured for many
centuries is a matter which ceases to cause surprise
when we remember the two great facts of the Roman
Empire and the Christian Church. The triumphs
of .the Empire prepared the durable domination of
Roman Law and secured the survival of an Imperial